
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Principal’s Desk 
 “Advent begins with a call to vigilance...  There are numerous Scripture 
passages that call us to this vigilance and anticipation of the Lord’s coming; these 
are only a few. Being vigilant means, also, that we are prepared. We are not 
caught off guard. Imagine if Christmas morning came and you woke up suddenly 
realizing that you forgot to prepare! Imagine if you had no gifts, no food purchased 
and no plans were made. Of course you wouldn’t allow that to happen, but we do 
sometimes allow it to happen spiritually speaking. We often are not prepared to 
celebrate the birth of Christ within our hearts. 
 The first week of Advent also offers the focus of the Second Coming of 
Christ.  Jesus will return again, in all splendor and glory, to judge the living and 
the dead.  We profess that fact every Sunday in our Creed. So, even though Advent 
is a time for the preparation of the celebration of the first coming of Jesus in the 
flesh, it is also a time to acknowledge that His first coming is ultimately fulfilled 
in His final glorious coming. 
 As Advent begins, reflect upon how ready you are for Jesus’ coming. Are 
you preparing for it with the same fervor that you prepare for Christmas through 
shopping, cooking, decorating, etc?  Are you looking forward to that day when He 
will return?  Are you preparing for the spiritual celebration of His birth?  Are you 
awake and attentive to the numerous ways that God speaks to you on a daily 
basis? 
 If you find that you are not as prepared for His return in glory as you’d 
like to be, make this Advent a time when you get your heart ready.  Commit to 
prayer, spiritual exercises, reflection and attentiveness to His gentle and glorious 
voice.”  (From https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2019/11/30/advent-begins-2/) 
 As we prepare our homes for the Advent & Christmas season, we must 
also prepare our hearts and minds to be free of the sins & distractions that weigh 
us down.  We need to take time to pray and reflect on what is truly important in 
our lives, be thankful for what we have, and to share our abundance with others 
who are less fortunate.   
 The prayer below is one that I invite you to pray this Advent season, as 
you and your family prepare for the coming of our Savior… 
 
 “Lord, as Advent begins, help me to put my eyes on You.  Help me to open 
my ears to Your voice.  And help me to open my heart to Your glorious 
presence.  May I be attentive to You in every way You desire to come to me. Jesus, I 
trust in You.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Saint of the Month 

St. Francis Xavier 
Feast Day:   December 3 

Patron: of Catholic missions; African 
missions; Goa, India; China; missionaries 
Birth: April 7, 1506 
Death: December 3, 1552 
Beatified: Oct. 25, 1619 by Pope Paul V 
Canonized: March 12, 1622 by Pope 
Gregory XV 
*In 1530, earned his master's degree, 
taught philosophy at the University of 
Paris 
 *August 15, 1534 made vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience 
*Was ordained on June 24, 1537 
to the order of The Society of Jesus (the 
Jesuits) 
*Left for India in 1541, on his 35th  
birthday  
*Pope appointed him to be the Papal 
Nuncio in the East 
* He arrived in the region and colony of 
Goa, India on May 6, 1542 and ministered 
to the sick & children 
*Worked to convert people to the Catholic 
Faith & built 40 churches in the Pearl 
Fishery Coast  
*Died of a fever while waiting to be taken 
to China by boat 

Click the link for more information: 
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id

=423 

The Teachers & Staff at Xavier School,  
wish you a  

very Blessed Advent  
&  

a very Merry Christmas! 
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14th Annual A Xavier Affair 
 The 14th annual A Xavier Affair will take place on January 27th, 2023. This year's event offers 
flexible participation opportunities designed to meet the interests of our St. Francis Xavier families and the entire 
Dyersville community. Participants will have the choice of purchasing take away meals for adults and kids or tickets for 
an in-person adult social with food stations and beverages.   
 Our school depends on this important event as a critical source of funding. We are pleased to recognize our 
generous sponsors on our Xavier Affair website. If you haven’t had an opportunity to participate, please join us with a 
cash gift or auction item donation by December 1. To give, please send your contribution to school or 
contact abries@xavier.pvt.k12.ia.us. 
  Please also be sure to follow the St. Francis Xavier Facebook page for event updates, including first looks at the 
priceless classroom projects!   Thank you again for your continued support of St. Francis Xavier Elementary School and 
our annual gala, A Xavier Affair. 

Car Decals Available! 
 NEW car decals with the NEW logo are available for purchase at the Xavier 
school office.  More information is to the right… 

HOMEWORK SESSION 
The afterschool homework session will be available on Mondays and Tuesdays this year.   
For more information, please contact Ms. Vorwald at  avorwald@xavier.pvt.k12.ia.us  

NEW BOOK Released! 
 Sr. Paula Schwendinger is the author of Maria's Menagerie, a short story about the life of Maria, a little girl 
with a vivid imagination, destined to live a short life due to illness, and the imaginary animal friends with whom she 
develops friendships with. You can pick one up in the Xavier school office for $10. Full color illustrations by Fatima. 

Thank You 
 We would like to thank Bill Kreeb for volunteering his time to help assemble and hang a few of our interactive 
white boards, as well as take care of a few other fix-it jobs around the school.  We are very blessed to have so many 
handy and supportive people in our community, willing to give of their time to help us out at Xavier School.   

Out of Dress Code Day 
 On November 16th, we held our Out of Dress Code day for the Corporal Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry and 
Give Drink to the Thirsty.   We collected a lot of non-perishable food/paper donations, drink donations (water, Gatorade, 
etc.) items as well as $346.83 which went to the Dyersville Food Pantry.   
 The Kindergarten class also had their own fundraiser and raised $51.40 for the Sister Water Project.  
 Our next Out of Dress Code will take place Wednesday, December 7th, For Toys for the Needy - Miriam Eick’s 
annual collection of items to give to those in our community in need. Students may bring a new toy, everyday essential 
item, household supplies, or a minimum donation of 50 cents to help with this collection. There is always a need for the 
following: paper products (Kleenex, paper towels, toilet paper, napkins, paper plates), cleaning products (laundry 
products, dish/hand soap), toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, dental floss, body soap), school supplies 
(crayons, markers, notebook paper, pens, pencils, chalk, glue, colored pencils), men’s items(work gloves, hankies, 
billfolds, underwear, sweatshirts, sweatpants, socks), women (candles, picture frames, sweatshirts, sweatpants), young 
adults (bath and body items, socks, picture frames, sweatshirts, sweatpants, children (games, gloves/mittens, socks, 
underwear (boys and girls), sweatshirts, sweatpants, puzzles, decks of cards, books, Legos, dolls, Matchbox cars, 
Barbies, Beanie Boos, DVDs), Christmas decorations (wrapping paper). Towels, bath towels, candles, stationary, 
jewelry, as well as treats like boxes of candy and nuts are also welcome. 
        Students are reminded to follow the rules for Out of Dress Code days found in the Dress Code rules, which can be 
found on our school website, under the Parents heading.  
        Thank you in advance for your generosity in helping those in our community who are not as fortunate as us this 
Advent Season!   

Book Fair Thank You! 
 Thank you to everyone who supported the Book Fair by working and making purchases!  Our sales were over 
$4,000!!  The profit from the Book Fair goes right back to our library to purchase new books and supplies to benefit all 
students. Also, thank you to those who donated books to our classrooms and the library. We were gifted 54 books!  Our 
spring Book Fair will return during conferences in February.  
 Special thanks to those who worked: Stephanie Digmann, Kiley Rahe & family, Amber Honkamp (twice!) & 
Solomon, Kristi Steger, Jodi Buchheit, Rebecca Hittenmiller, Angie White, Jessie Ludwig, Terese Kruse, Rebecca 
McGrane, Jessie Allan, Laura Kirsch, Casey Reisberg, Kaleann Waterman, and Amy Ries. I really appreciate the time 
each of you took out of your busy schedules to make the Book Fair a success.   Angela English, St. Francis Xavier School 
Library  
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Xavier Cash Raffle Winners 
    The Xavier Cash Raffle is in full swing and we have had several winners this month!   Tickets are still 
available for $20 in the school office.  Winning names will put back in for the chance to be drawn again! 
Congratulations to all our winners! November winners:  4th Jill Kluesner $50, 11th McKenzie Thier $50, 18th Ted & 
Terese Kruse $50, 25th Nate & Karen Runde $50, Tim & Mary Pins $100 (end of month) 

December Family Matters Newsletter Available 
 Family Matters Newsletter from the Archdiocese of Dubuque Marriage & Family Life Office is available to 
read/print.  This monthly e-newsletter provides many resources about the Catholic faith, including activities, and ways  
to live out your faith more fully in your daily lives.  Click on the following for access to this amazing resource:  
December Family Matters Newsletter 

December ‘22 Events 
1st - 7:45 - 8:20 am-Chorister Practice w/ Mrs. Ellerbach & Nick 
2nd - BCHS Play: Beckman Catholic will be presenting The Play That Goes Wrong   
See the flyer for more details ... 8:30am Mass lead by Mrs. Ungs class 
3rd - BCHS Play: Beckman Catholic will be presenting The Play That Goes Wrong    
See the flyer for more details ... 
4th - BCHS Play: Beckman Catholic will be presenting The Play That Goes Wrong  
See the flyer for more details ...  3 - 5 pm St. Nick at Nite in the Xavier School  
auditorium. There will be crafts, games, a photo op with Mr. and Mrs. Claus, and 
 a book reading by St. Nick himself! We will also have a raffle for a Wisconsin Dells 
 package. The suggested donation to attend this event is a box of cereal, but it is 
 not required. 
7th - 2:10 PM EARLY DISMISSAL, Out of Dress Code Day: Advent and Christmas  
Committee Toys (see Out of Dress Code heading for more details) 
8th - 7:45 - 8:20 am-Chorister Practice w/ Mrs. Ellerbach & Nick, 8:30 am Immaculate  
Conception Mass lead by Mrs. Olberding’s class 
11th - 6:00 pm Annual BCHS Christmas Choir Concert in the Basilica – All are welcome to attend! 
13th - 2 & 6:30 pm K-1st gr. Christmas Concert in Auditorium 
14th - 2:10 PM EARLY DISMISSAL, 1:30-2:00 pm Lemon Sisters Sing in Auditorium for teacher & students 
15th - 7:45 - 8:20 am-Chorister Practice w/ Mrs. Ellerbach & Nick, 12:30 – 2:30 pm Xavier School Reconciliation gr. 2-6, 
Make-up date K-1st gr. Christmas Concert, 6:30 pm BCHS Christmas Band Concert 
16th - 8:30 am Mass lead by Mrs. Klas’ class 
18th - 10:30 am Choristers sing at Mass in Basilica  
19th - 2:10 pm BCHS Christmas Music Tour in Gym 
20th - 2 & 6:30 pm 2nd & 3rd gr. Christmas Concert Auditorium 
21st - 7:45 - 8:20 am-Chorister Practice w/ Mrs. Ellerbach & Nick, 9:45 am School Wide Christmas Sing Along-Gym 2:10 
PM EARLY DISMISSAL, Join the XSA at 7 Hills West for dinner! Part of the proceeds from your meal will go to the 
Xavier School Association 
22nd - 7:45 - 8:20 am-Chorister Practice w/ Mrs. Ellerbach & Nick 
23rd - Jan. 2, 2023- NO SCHOOL --- Christmas Break  

SPIRES OF FAITH - ADVENT COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICES 
Sunday, December 4th, 2 pm - St. Boniface, New Vienna 

Tuesday, December 6th, 7 pm - St. Joseph, Earlville  
Saturday, December 10th, 11 am - St. Francis Xavier, Dyersville 

Monday, December 19th, 7 pm - St. Paul, Worthington 
 Join us for confession in this holy season of preparation. Several priests will be on hand Sunday, December 4th 
at 2:00 pm at St. Boniface for confessions. After music, scripture, reflection and the prayer of contrition, individual 
confessions will be heard, followed by prayer and a blessing. Our second cluster communal service will be on Saturday, 
December 10th at 11:00 am at the basilica. Same format and several priests. It helps when you come to confession when 
we have the extra priestly help. You can go behind the screen or face to face. 

Early Registration for Beckman Catholic 
 If your son or daughter will be attending Beckman Catholic for the 2023-24 school year, get them registered 
prior to December 31st and they will be entered into a drawing for a FREE school sanctioned fleece giveaway! You can 
register online here:    
https://docs.google.com/a/beckman.pvt.k12.ia.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG7IfuzovZfJYquhXGgslqmO2ZhJGQsYbjz6oml8b
jIlZ7Qw/viewform 
 

 



 
 
 
  

 

KDST 99.3 Kids Concert Schedule 
 It’s that time of year for Christmas tunes!!  With that being said, you can once again listen to our very own 
Xavier School student singing on KDST throughout the month of December.  
 Click the following to view the schedule of dates and times… DuTrac/KDST Kids Concerts Schedule 
           Nurse’s Notes 
 I first want to say thank you for all you have done to support healthy schools.  The peak of the cold and flu 
season is upon us.  To prevent widespread flu in the school, we recommend that your child stay home from school if 
experiencing flu or cold symptoms.  To decide whether or not to send your child to school, please consider the 
following guidelines: 
Consider keeping your child at home for an extra day of rest and observation if he or she has any of the 
following symptoms: 

• Very stuffy or runny nose and/or cough 
• Mild sore throat (no fever, no known exposure to strep) 
• Headache 
• Stomach ache 

Definitely keep your child at home for treatment and observation if he or she has any of these symptoms: 
• Fever (greater than 100 degrees and your child may return to school only after his or her temperature has 

been consistently below 100 degrees, by mouth, for a minimum of 24 hours) 
• Vomiting (even once) 
• Diarrhea 
• Chills 
• General malaise or feelings of fatigue, discomfort, weakness or muscle aches 
• Frequent congested (wet) or croupy cough 

To help prevent the flu and other colds, teach your children good hygiene habits: 
• Wash hands frequently 
• Do not touch eyes, nose or mouth 
• Cover mouth and nose when sneezing or coughing, use a paper tissue, throw it away and then wash hands 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

 Colds are the most contagious during the first 48 hours.  A child who has a fever should remain at home until 
"fever free" for a minimum of 24 hours.  Often when a child awakens with vague complaints (the way colds and flu 
begin) it is wise to observe your child at home for an hour or two before deciding whether or not to bring to 
school.  Your child should be physically able to participate in all school activities on return to school.  Keeping a sick 
child at home will minimize the spread of infections and viruses in the classroom.  
 As a school, we have our custodians disinfect surfaces, door knobs, and banisters on a daily basis. We are also 
ensuring that there is soap and hand sanitizer in all dispensers and encouraging everyone to remind students about 
the importance of hand washing.   
 Please consider getting the flu vaccine.   Contact your health care provider or pharmacy to schedule an 
appointment to receive the vaccine.      Submitted by: Jolene Bagge BSN,RN 

SCRIP News - RaiseRight (Formerly ShopwithSCRIP) 
 A HUGE Thank You to all our local businesses that participate in our SCRIP program.  We also want to thank 
those who purchasing SCRIP and shop locally.  A reminder that at no additional cost to you, you can purchase SCRIP, 
which benefits your child’s tuition, local businesses, and our Catholic schools.  A reminder that SCRIP for GAS and 
GROCERIES is a great and easy way to do this.    
 Visit the RaiseRight website by clicking the following link to view all the Retailer Lists that participate 
in the SCRIP program.  Visit the Dyersville banks for in-stock local SCRIP as  https://www.raiseright.com/brands 
 SPECIAL SCRIP ORDERS:  Know that if you want to order Special SCRIP, you must pay for it before it 
will be ordered. A check needs to be dropped off to Xavier School office.  Note that orders will still be placed at 10am 
on Monday. 
 RaiseRight Mobile App. - Did you know you can order from your phone?  To do this, click on the following 
link for the RaiseRight Mobile App instruction video… https://youtu.be/c-v65F0xr2c 
 New to SCRIP or have questions?  Call Xavier School at 875-7376 or email us 
at scrip@xavier.pvt.k12.ia.us and one of our SCRIP Experts can assist you and show you how easy it is to shop with 
SCRIP.  SCRIP works for everyone!                              
 We are always looking for more SCRIP volunteers to assist with this program.  Please 
contact Xavier School at 875-7376 if you or someone you know is interested. 
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 Ongoing Fundraisers 
The following are some fundraisers that operate on a continual basis for Xavier School.    

 Labels for Cash: Labels can be dropped off in the school office or sent with you student to school. We 
appreciate your support of these easy ways to earn money for school!   
  *Prairie Farms Milk Caps     *Box Tops for Education     *Our Family Label       
  (NOTE: Campbell's Labels for Education & Sunny D Labels programs are no longer in existence!)  
 Box Tops for Education:  Xavier School has been participating in the Box Tops for Education program for 
many years.  Now it is easier than ever to help earn cash for school...no clipping labels, just use your phone to scan 
your receipts with the Box Tops mobile app to identify participating products and instantly add cash to your school's 
earnings online.  Click the following links to learn more...  
  *The NEW Box Tops App:  https://youtu.be/Hh94b2BvFK4://youtu.be/Hh94b2BvFK4 
  *How to SCAN: https://youtu.be/v-bNcykyK5Y 
  *How to Submit Digital Receipts: https://youtu.be/ZfUGb_3JzZg 
 Happy Joes & Dairy Queen Discount Cards:  Happy Joes and Dairy Queen Discount Cards are available 
for purchase at the school office and the rectory for $15/card! There are LOTS of great savings on both cards! They 
make great gifts too! 

Amazon Prime and You 
 Amazon Prime - Is it time to renew your membership?  Did you know you can use Amazon SCRIP to renew? 
Keep SCRIP in mind next time you need to renew.  Not only does it help you, but Xavier too! 
 Amazon Smile- Did you know that if you have an AMAZON account, you can help earn money for Xavier 
School?  Saint Francis Xavier School participates in Amazon's AmazonSmile program.  It is easy to take part and 
doesn't cost anything extra to participate.  If you have an account or would like to set up an account with them, simply 
go to the following link, bookmark it, and shop as normal.  Encourage your friends and family to bookmark this link 
when they are shopping on Amazon as well.  It's a win-win for everyone! Amazon Smile Link: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-4261539 
 *Join us on: Facebook: www.facebook.com/sfxschooldyersville & Twitter:  www.twitter.com/sfxdyersville 
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Merry Christmas 
& Happy New 

Year! 


